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ATT:	IFALPA’s	Executive	Board	
	
RE:	SEPLA’s	Nomination	for	the	Polaris	Award	to	the	Rescue	Helicopter	Crew	
of	“Pesca	2”	

	
Madrid,	8th	of	February,	2017	

	
Dear	Executive	Board,	
	
SEPLA	would	like	to	nominate	for	the	Polaris	Award	the	Rescue	Helicopter	Crew	of	“Pesca	2”.	Please	find	the	
details	of	their	heroic	interventions	and	the	rationale	behind	this	proposal	below.	

	
“Pesca	2”	is	the	call-sign	of	a	Sikorsky	S-76	C+,	Registration	EC-JET,	that	is	deployed	in	the	Spanish	northwestern	
town	of	Viveiro	to	perform	search	and	rescue	operations	 (SAR)	 for	 the	Galicia	Coast	Guard	Service.	 Its	crew	 is	
regularly	involved	in	many	SAR	operations	but	there	have	been	two	recent	and	specific	events	that	would	need	
to	be	considered	as	extraordinary	due	to	their	complexity	and	the	amazing	skill	involved	in	order	to	successfully	
save	the	life	of	the	different	vessels’	crews,	that	found	themselves	in	very	dire	situations.	
	
The	rescue	of	the	cargo	ship	“Modern	Express”	
	
On	the	26th	of	January	2016	the	163-meter-long	Panamanian	vessel	(RO-RO	type)	was	headed	to	the	French	port	
of	 Le	Havre	 from	Gabon	 loaded	with	 lumber	and	construction	material.	At	around	1	pm	 local	 time	 it	 issued	a	
distress	signal	and	requested	the	evacuation	of	its	crew,	hampered	by	the	great	distance	of	land	to	which	they	
were,	some	155	Nm	from	the	closest	shore,	due	to	the	high	risk	of	sinking.	The	operation	was	coordinated	by	the	
rescue	 center	 in	 Falmouth,	 England,	 as	 the	 incident	 occurred	 in	 the	 area	 of	 British	 responsibility,	 which	
nevertheless	requested	the	Spanish	rescue	services	since	they	were	located	in	a	better	position	to	perform	the	
rescue	operations.	
	
Air	and	sea	rescue	operations	started	and,	among	other	resources,	“Pesca	2”	was	mobilized.	After	the	first	16	
vessel	crew	members	were	put	 in	safety,	“Pesca	2”	kicked	 in	to	try	to	rescue	the	remaining	six.	The	operation	
took	place	under	very	harsh	weather	conditions,	with	winds	of	force	8	(almost	80	kilometers	per	hour),	waves	of	
six	 to	nine	meters,	 and	at	 the	 limit	of	 the	helicopter’s	endurance	which	 required	 for	 the	crew	 to	work	 to	 the	
maximum	extent	of	their	capabilities	to	coordinate	all	rescue	operations	in	a	very	demanding	and	time	limited	
scenario.	 The	 operation	 finished	 successfully	with	 the	 salvage	 of	 all	 sailors	 in	 good	 condition	 confirmed	 by	 a	
subsequent	examination	by	the	medical	services,	that	discharged	all	of	them	the	same	night	of	the	rescue.	
	
This	 extraordinary	 intervention	 was	 even	 recognized	 by	 the	 International	 Maritime	 Organization	 (IMO)	 that	
awarded	the	crew	of	the	SAR	helicopter	“Pesca	2”,	among	the	other	rescue	services	involved,	with	a	Certificate	
of	 Commendation	 for	 their	 significant	 involvement	 in	 the	 rescue	 operations	 of	 crew	 from	 the	 RO/RO	 vessel	
Modern	Express.		
	
Video:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfA044V1q9k	
	
The	rescue	of	the	fishing	vessel	“Gure	Uxua”	
	
Just	 recently,	on	 the	3rd	of	 February,	at	3,20pm	 local	 time,	a	distress	 call	 from	the	24-meter-long	 tuna	 fishing	
vessel	was	 sent	 out	 informing	 that	 due	 to	 the	 very	 rough	weather	 conditions	 the	 ship	was	 sinking	 and	were	
requesting	immediate	assistance	to	save	the	lives	of	the	12	crew	members	aboard.	Rescue	teams	were	mobilized	
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and	the	crew	of	“Pesca	2”	was	promptly	on	his	way	to	the	 last	known	position	of	the	vessel	some	50	nautical	
miles	north	of	Luarca,	a	fishing	town	on	the	northern	coast	of	the	Iberian	Peninsula.	
	
Upon	arrival,	there	was	no	vessel	to	be	found	as	it	had	already	sunk	and	only	an	empty	lifeboat	was	located	with	
no	further	cues	of	where	the	location	or	situation	of	all	the	sailors	would	be.	After	a	few	minutes	of	additional	
search	 in	 very	 limited	 visibility,	 the	 helicopter’s	 crew	 locates	 another	 raft	 with	 all	 the	 “Gure	 Uxua”	 crew	
members	striving	to	stay	afloat	in	the	extreme	sea	conditions.	
	
Without	hesitation,	the	“Pesca	2”	crew	initiates	the	approach	in	force	10	winds	and	9	to	11	meter	waves,	which	
put	 to	 the	 test	 the	 high	 skill	 and	 capacitation	 of	 the	 crew	 in	 this	 whole	 gale	 weather	 environment.	 They	
successfully	managed	to	lift	5	of	the	sailors	that	were	in	greater	need	of	immediate	assistance,	with	already	signs	
of	severe	hypothermia,	to	the	safety	of	the	helicopter.	 	The	other	7	were	also	put	 in	safety	by	another	rescue	
helicopter	that	arrived	immediately	after	and	in	perfect	coordination	with	the	Pesca	2.	
	
Video	example	of	media	coverage:	Cuatro	Noticias		(from	minute	24:00)	
	
It	 is	 because	 of	 this	 extraordinary	 performance	 that	 SEPLA	 nominates	 the	 crew	 of	 the	 “Pesca	 2”	 rescue	
helicopter	 for	 this	 year’s	 IFALPA	 Polaris	 Award.	 We	 firmly	 believe	 that	 this	 crew	 meets,	 by	 large,	 the	
requirements	to	receive	this	award	since	they	have	shown	evident	acts	of	heroism	(although	they	would	define	
it	as	“another	day	at	the	office”),	exceptional	airmanship	and	have	preserved	human	life	with	their	actions.	
	
Crew	members	of	the	“Modern	Express”	rescue	
	

- Captain:	Carlos	Ferreira	
- First	Officer:	David	Abad	
- Winchman:	Antonio	López-Cerón	
- Rescuer:	Daniel	Fernández	

	
Crew	members	of	the	“Gure	Uxua”	rescue	
	

- Captain:	Philip	Andre	
- First	Officer:	David	Abad	
- Winchman:	Brian	Chouza	
- Rescuer:	Daniel	Fernández	

	
	
In	light	of	the	abovementioned,	we	look	forward	to	the	outcome	of	your	deliberations	regarding	the	Polaris	
Award	and	this	nomination,	which	we	hope	will	result	in	a	positive	response.	
	
	
Best	regards,	
	

	
Capt.	Francisco	Javier	Gómez	Barrero	
SEPLA’s	President	
 


