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TODAY’S AGENDA

The Awards Dinner on Saturday night 
began with Capt. Don Wykoff rec-
ognizing the meritorious and invalu-
able accomplishments of the Critical 
Incident Response Program/Critical 
Incident Stress Management Program 
established by the Sindicato Español 
de Pilotos de Líneas Aéreas (SEPLA) in 
2014. The award was received by Capt. 
Agustín Guzmán Rodríguez and Capt. 
Ariel Sochron. 

Following this recognition, Capt. Wykoff 
awarded the IFALPA Scroll of Merit, on 
behalf of the members of the Federa-
tion, to Capt. Greg Wolfsheimer, Capt. 
Kari Voutilainen, Capt. Greg Fallow, 
Capt. Terry Lutz, and Capt. Ray Gelinas 
for their outstanding achievements.

The IFALPA Scroll of Merit is an award 
given to individuals who have served 
the Federation with loyalty, honor and 
distinction; and have contributed to 
the achievements of the objectives for 
which the Federation has set. These in-
dividuals, in the view of the Executive 
Board, have:

•	 rendered exceptional service or 
displayed	leadership	in	the	fields	of	
administration, regional activity, 
mutual assistance, accident inves-
tigation, or in technical studies,

•	 represented the Federation’s 
interests at major international 
conferences, thereby making con-
tributions to the enhancement 
of the profession of civil air line 
piloting. 

Capt. Greg Wolfsheimer
Nominated by his home association 
(ALPA-I), Capt. Greg Wolfsheimer 
received the Scroll of Merit for 
advancing the Association’s concerns 
with Flight Operations on many air 
safety and technical issues affecting 
the	 daily	 operations	 in	 the	 Pacific	 and	
other regions. As IFALPA’s Regional 
Vice President US/CEP from 2012 
to 2014, Capt. Wolfsheimer’s efforts 
contributed to increasing operation 
safety through the implementation of 
new technologies and procedures (e.g. 
data link, SATCOM, etc.) within the 
Pacific	 and	 South	 Pacific	 regions.	 The	
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rapid expansion of the Beijing Capital 
International Airport prior to the 2008 
Olympic Games was partially due to his 
work in implementing the Chinese RVSM 
airspace and the redesign of SIDs/STARs.

Capt. Kari Voutilainen
The Finnish Pilots’ Association 
nominated Capt. Voutilainen for his 
many roles in serving the Federation: 
Assistant to the RVP EUR/Asia, RVP 
EUR/Asia, RVP EUR/Professional Affairs 
and Chairman of the Pan European 
Conference. He was elected as a Board 
Member in ECA to help the Association 
in becoming one European pilot body as 
the region expanded towards the east. 
Due to his hard work in facilitating the 
unification	 process	 in	 Europe	 and	 his	
honorable character, Capt. Voutilainen 
was awarded the Scroll of Merit. 

left to right: Capt. Don Wykoff, Capt. Ariel Sochron & Capt. Agustín Guzmán Rodríguez



2 | Conference Daily News 

Capt. Greg Fallow
Capt. Fallow received the IFALPA Scroll of Merit after being 
nominated by the New Zealand Airline Pilots’ Association. 
He was recognized for representing IFALPA on the Flight 
Safety Foundation Ultra Long Range Steering Committee, 
which	goal	was	to	define	the	operational	issues	and	challeng-
es	associated	with	crew	alertness	and	performance,	and	find	
methods to address these issues through several workshops. 
Capt. Fallow’s hard work resulted in a revision to the ICAO 
Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) for Pre-
scriptive Flight and Duty Times. This work was subsequent-
ly followed by further development of the ICAO SARPs that 
made additional provision for regulation and guidance for 
Fatigue Risk Management Systems in which he represented 
the Federation.

Capt. Terry Lutz
ALPA-I was proud to nominate Capt. Terry Lutz for the Scroll 
of Merit. He was recognized for his work in the Tech Ops 
Committee which was instrumental in the Winter Opera-
tions accident reduction project, translating runway friction 
values and weather information into landing distance charts, 
and	 writing	 guidance	 to	 pilots.	 His	 efforts	 were	 beneficial	
in numerous industry presentations to airports and snow 
removal	teams.	As	a	result,	the	project	significantly	reduced	
winter operations runways excursions, and NWA went from 
between 3 and 5 excursions per year to zero over the next 
four years.

Capt. Ray Gelinas
Capt. Gelinas was awarded the Scroll of Merit for his out-
standing work as RVP CAN/ARCTIC from 2001 to 2013, and 
as Chairman of Committee C at the annual conferences during 
the same period. His undenying support for the committee 
ensured a smooth running of the committee meetings. He 
was part of the team that gave immeasurable support to the 
crews diverted to Halifax, Canada, during the attacks on the 
US in September 2001. 

Insightful & 
Eventful Sunday
The third day of Conference was not only informative but 
also quite entertaining for all attendees. 

On Sunday morning, delegates had the privilege to 
welcome Airbus, Boeing and Embraer for a presentation 
about the companies’ recent projects and achievements 
during Plenary. The session continued with a speech 
delivered by Mr. Nicolas Warinsko from SESAR Depart-
ment Manager. Fully funded by the European Union, the 
SESAR Department Manager was established under the 
SES regulatory framework to plan, synchronize and coor-
dinate implementation. Next, Mr. Keith Hagy (Engineer-
ing and Air Safety Director, ALPA-I) took the podium to 
present the “Next Generation” (NextGen) of communi-
cations, navigation and surveillance. This modern tech-
nology improves situational awareness through precise 
position of aircraft, airspace capacity while enhancing 
flight	 safety	 and	 also	 predictability/efficiency	 of	 arrivals	
and departures. 
 
The conference program continued with the Emergency 
Response Plan Safety Seminar, introduced by IFALPA’s 
EVP Technical & Safety Standards, Capt. Stefan Wolf. 

The seminar began with a presentation on Managing the 
Media by Capt. Ariel Shocron (SEPLA). Capt. Shocron 
stressed the importance of delivering the right message, 
consistently on point, and supported by facts. To achieve 
this,	 having	 pilots	 trained	 specifically	 to	 interact	 with	
the media has proved to be of paramount importance 
during a crisis. Capt. Ilja Schulz (President, German ALPA/ 
VC) followed Capt. Shocron with an overview of what 
an emergency response plan looks like. Addressing the 
question of the need for an Emergency Response Plan, 
Capt.	 Schulz	 said	 that	 the	 time	 to	 find	 out	 is	 not	 during	
a crisis, that it is best to have one in place ready to be 
activated by the appropriate person within the associa-
tion.  He also stated that it is crucial to have an emergency 
response number available to the Members, and a strong 
team available for assistance. The seminar continued 
with a presentation on accident investigation delivered 
by Capt. Gavin McKellar from ALPA-SA. He described the 
investigative process as well as the important role of the 
certified	 pilot	 accident	 investigator.	 During	 his	 speech,	
Capt. McKellar also mentioned that the ALPA Japan 
Scholarship	 Fund	 is	 available	 as	 financial	 assistance	 for	
training. The Emergency Response Seminar ended with a 
presentation on an Accident Investigator’s point of view 
given by Capt. Peter Beer (President, Austrian Cockpit As-
sociation).

Later in the afternoon, SEPLA welcomed all delegates 
and their accompanying person for a private air show of 
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vintage aircraft. The event was extremely well received, and 
attendees praised the Spanish Association for their hospitali-
ty and for making the show the highlight of their day. 
 
However, the day was far from being over. IFALPA hosted 
Sunday’s hospitality event wearing proudly their Montreal 
Canadiens t-shirts to welcome delegates and their guests. 
The IFALPA 72nd Conference will take place in Montreal, 
Canada.

 The IFALPA staff and their accompanying guests

IFALPA and SEPLA would like to  
acknowledge the following companies 

and organizations for their support and 
sponsorship, which have helped make the 

70th Conference a reality.

The Federation Welcomes Its 
New President:  
Captain Martin Chalk
The Conference’s last Plenary Session began with the an-
nouncement of Ecuador being back with the Federation, 
followed by the Conference Committee reports. Next, 
IFALPA Regional Executive Vice Presidents (EVP) took the 
podium to present their reports. 

Capt. Don Wykoff later presented the conference statement 
in	regards	to	Germanwings	flight	4U9525	before	announcing	
the	nominations	for	the	newly	elected	officers.

The Federation is pleased to announce the following newly 
elected	officers:

•	 Captain Osvaldo Neto (EVP CAR/SAM) 

•	 Captain Mike Pinho (EVP NAM) 

•	 Captain Guillermo Masnata (RVP SAM/South) 

•	 Captain Nikolaus Braun (ADO Committee) 

•	 Captain Agustín Guzmán Rodríguez (SEC Committee)

•	 Captain Tanja Harter (HUPER Committee)

Capt. Martin Chalk of the United Kingdom succeeds Capt. 
Don Wykoff as IFALPA’s 18th President. 

The IFALPA 70th Conference ended with numerous heart-
warming speeches about Capt. Wykoff’s remarkable work as 
President, and for everything he has done for the Federation 
in the past years. A lot would not be possible without his lead-
ership and guidance. He will be greatly missed.

Capt. Martin Chalk, IFALPA’s Newly Elected President 


